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ÒStewardshi

p is what we 

do after we 

say we 

believe.Ó

   Charles Cloughen



ÒStewardshi

p is not an 

eventÉ

ItÕs a 

Process!!!Ó

   Dr. Michael Reeves



WHERE THERE IS NO VISION,
THE PEOPLE PERISH.

WHERE THERE IS NO PLAN,
THE VISION PERISHES.

WHERE THERE IS NO 
STEWARDSHIP, 
THE PLAN PERISHES.

                                                   
Olan Hendrix

Stewardship isÉ



FEAR FACTORS OR LAME EXCUSES

¥ The pastor will be viewed as self-serving.

¥ There is already too much preaching and talk about money.

¥ The pastor wants to avoid unpopular topics.

¥ Money and possessions are unspiritual.

¥ Preaching about money is too personal.

¥ Sermons about money create feelings of guilt.

¥ The pastor may not be giving like he or she should be giving.

¥ ÔAll they want is my money.Õ

     Ronald E. Vallet & Charles E. 
Zach

     The Mainline ChurchÕs Funding 
Crisis



The E.F. 
Hutton 
Appeal 
and E!ect





GENEROSITY STATISTICAL DATA

¥ Congregations that asked members to estimate their giving had 
30.2% higher average giving levels than those not using written 
commitments.

¥ Congregations with an annual stewardship emphasis had 23.3% 
higher giving levels than those with no annual appeal.

¥ Congregations that asked members to consider tithing reported 
19.6% higher giving levels than those that did not mention tithing.

¥ Congregations that used all three of these activities had 38.5% 
higher giving levels than those that used none of them.

     Eugene Grimm, Generous 
People



CELEBRATE GENEROSITY MONTH

¥ Choose a theme and support it with Scripture.

¥ Sermon series on generosity.

¥ Mail letter with estimated giving card and narrative 
spending plan.

¥ Give statements of support and ministry moments 
during worship.

¥ Offer a Christian finance course of Bible study on 
finance (i.e., Good Sense).

¥ Create a 30-day prayer calendar.



STATEMENTS OF 
CELEBRATION

CONTRIBUTION 
STATEMENTS

Quarterly or 
Monthly! ! ! 11-Month
Statements, with 
Letter! ! Statement



¥Convenient
¥Consistent
¥Committed

ELECTRONIC
E-GIVING



NEW MEMBERS CLASS

SHARE EXPECTATIONS ON GIVING:

Why?   Proverbs 3:9; Deuteronomy 14:22-23
When?   Proverbs 3:9-10; I Corinthians 16:2
Where?  Malachi 3:10
How much?  Leviticus 27:30
How to give?  II Corinthians 8:10-12; II Corinthians 9:7



Narrative Spending 
Plan

¥ Takes the focus off dollars and puts 
it on ministry

¥ Paints a vivid picture of ministry
¥ Casts a vision for the coming year
¥ Celebrates ministry



Promoting Generosity

¥ Give ministry moments in worship
¥ Use Scripture and quotes in the 

worship guide and newsletter



Generosity 
Statement

¥    Share what we believe as a 
congregation
¥    Places us on one accord



SECURITIES  PROPERTY  ANTIQUES

YEAR-END GIVING



Timeless Gifts

¥    The Permanent Endowment
¥    Memorials
¥    Putting Your House in 
Order Seminars
¥    Wills and Bequests 
Seminars
¥    Legacy Society
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Special Days & 
Events

Are they still 
necessary 

if É???



STRETCHING EXERCISES

  ADVENT     LENTEN     30 Ð 90
OFFERING             OFFERING            CHALLENGE



ideas
WORK
IDEAS THAT 
WORK

thanksKhawp khun
thanksMAHALO

SPACIBO
arigato

THANKSSay Thank 
You!!!



Celebra
ting

THE OFFERING



ÒNo one shall appear 
before me empty 

handed.Ó

Exodus 
23:15
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?

?
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?
Why do we 
give an 
o!ering unto 

the Lord?



is an act 
of

givinggiving

worshipwor
shi
p



Celebrate the 
O!ering

I 
Corinthia

ns 9:7

Éfor God loves a cheerful giverÉ

Celebrate the 
O!ering



ideas
WORK
IDEAS THAT 
WORK

offering

celebration
CELEBRATING THE 

OFFERING

WITH:
! Litanies or Call to Worship
! Skits
! Scripture
! Tithing or giving testimonies
! Ministry moments
! Offering reflection/meditations
! Sermonettes and sermons



! Worship and Stewardship 
Committees

! Plan, plan, planÉ
! Gather material and resources 

(3-6 months)
! Implement
! Evaluate

C
el

eb
ra

te

Where To 



MELVIN AMERSON
TEXAS METHODIST FOUNDATION
11709 Boulder Lane, Suite 100

Austin, Texas 78726-1808
512/331-9971 or 800/933-5502

mamerson@tmf-fdn.org


